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Events

People

Eras

Pre-Varsity
~1904 - ~1910 
Before becoming a varsity program, UF baseball
teams played at a downtown stadium in the

Porters Community (“Alfred A. McKethan
Stadium”).

Interestingly, while UF lists its first baseball
games as having been played in 1912, Stetson
University reports playing UF as far back as
1904 (presumably, Stetson actually played the
University of Florida at Lake City, formerly
known as Florida Agricultural College). Stetson
reports that the two schools played 20 times
before 1912 (the year UF reports the first game
between the two) ("2024 Baseball Media Guide
(PDF)"; "Baseball History vs University of

Florida”). Through 1906, UF’s home field is
listed as being located in Lake City, FL.

Post-1906, UF’s home field is listed as being
located in Gainesville ("Baseball History vs

University of Florida”).

Additionally, not only did UF at Lake
City/Florida Agricultural College field a baseball
team (and play Stetson and West Florida
Seminary), but they also played East Florida

Seminary’s baseball team ("Baseball History vs
University of Florida”; “Florida Agricultural
College”). Florida Agricultural College alleged
that both East and West Florida Seminaries
used professional players against them

(“Florida Agricultural College”). Furthermore, in
1905, East Florida Seminary also beat (twice)
another UF predecessor, South Florida Military
Institute ("East Florida Seminary"). For its part,
SFMI played games within itself (on its
on-campus baseball diamond) from 1900 to
1902, then began to play against other schools
from 1903 until its Buckman Act merger
(Proctor 38).

UF’s baseball team poses for a photo in 1910
UF plays Riverside Athletic Club (Jacksonville) in
1907

Varsity Beginnings
~1911 - 1947 
Head Coaches:
Dougal M. Buie (1911)
H.D. McLeod (1912)
R.P. Hoffman (1913)
Pat Flaherty (1914-1916)
Hugh Wicher (1917)
Artie Phelan (1919-1920)
William G. Kline (1921)
Lance Richbourg (1922-1923, 1926)
Rex Farrior (1924)
James L. White (1925)
Brady Cowell (1927-1933)
Ben Clemons (1934-1936)
Lewie Hardage (1937-1939)
Sam J. McAllister (1940-1942, 1946-1947)
Bob Pitman (1945)

Missing Seasons:
1918 (WW1)
1943-1944 (WW2)

Conference:
Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association
(1912-1921)
Southern Conference (1922-1932)
Southeastern Conference (1933-Present)

The fledgling program got off to a rocky start,
going 266-295-13 (47.47% winning percentage)
through 1947 ("2024 Baseball Media Guide
(PDF)"). A big issue was a lack of financial
resources, as most of the head coaches had to
also play other roles on campus, such as athletic

director, football coach, etc. (“Florida Gators
Baseball”). One bright spot was the three-year
tenure of Lance Richbourg (also UF’s first major
league baseball player), as his teams had a
combined record of 39-21 (65% winning

percentage) (“2024 Baseball Media Guide
(PDF)”).
Coach Richbourg and his team pose for a photo
in 1924
UF plays baseball on Fleming Field, 1931

Fuller Era
1948 - 1975 
For the first time in program history, Florida
Baseball had stability thanks to Head Coach
Fuller. Throughout his 28 years of leadership,
the Gators had a .611 winning percentage, won
three SEC Championships, and had three NCAA
Tournament appearances. He also saw the
Gators through the transition from playing at

Fleming Field to playing at Perry Field (“2024
Baseball Media Guide (PDF)”).

Besides baseball, Coach Fuller also served as an

assistant football coach for many years (“2024
Baseball Media Guide (PDF)”).
Coach Fuller and (team captain) Bobby Barnes
are photographed in 1958

Bergman Era
1976 - 1981 
After a tough first season, Bergman’s Gators
improved almost every year of his time as head
coach, culminating in three NCAA Tournament
Appearances and an SEC Championship and SEC

Tournament Championship in 1981 (“2024
Baseball Media Guide (PDF)”).

Rhines Era
1982 - 1983 
Coach Rhines had a short tenure as the

program’s head coach, but he did manage to
two Eastern Divison first place finishes, an SEC
Championship, and an SEC Tournament

Championship (“2024 Baseball Media Guide
(PDF)”).

Arnold Era
1984 - 1994 
Coach Arnold followed up Rhines’ stint as head
coach with a ten-year period of success and
stability. He saw them through the addition of
McKethan Stadium to Perry Field, and
weathered a few down seasons to lead the
team to two SEC Championships, three SEC

Tournament Championships, and the program’s
first two College World Series berths (“2024
Baseball Media Guide (PDF)”).

Lopez Era
1995 - 2000 
In his six-year term as Florida Baseball head
coach, Coach Lopez led the team to two SEC
Championships and two College World Series
appearances, including to the semifinals in
1996. Lopez was fired after the 2001 season,
where the Gators failed to make it past the
opening round of the NCAA tournament for the

second year in a row (“2024 Baseball Media
Guide (PDF)”; “Florida Gators Baseball").

McMahon Era
2001 - 2007 
The first part of the McMahon era was
categorized by some mediocre showings,
however the 2005 Gators built on successful
2003 and 2004 seasons to win the SEC
Championship and once again reach the College
World Series, this time losing in the
championship series. However, after the team
failed to meet high expectations in 2006 and

2007, McMahon was fired (“2024 Baseball
Media Guide (PDF)”).

O’Sullivan Era (Current-Day)
2008 - Present 
Once Coach O’Sullivan took over the head
coaching duties for UF Baseball, the program
really took off. So far, he has led the program
to 6 SEC Championships, 2 SEC Tournament
Championships, and 9 College World Series
appearances, including a College World Series
win in 2017. He also holds the highest winning
percentage for a head coach (min. 2 seasons) in
program history at .681 (through 1000 games).
Currently, the team is coming off of two
consecutive College World Series appearances
(including a runner-up finish in 2023) and
looking to build on its recent success, despite

roster losses to the MLB draft (“2024 Baseball
Media Guide (PDF)”).

Fields

Porters Community stadium
~1905 - 1910 
Before the team became a varsity-level
program (and before Fleming Field came into
use), both the football and baseball teams used
a field in the downtown area of the

historically-black Porters Community (“Alfred A.
McKethan Stadium”). This field was known only
as “The Ballpark,” and was initially put together
in the 1880s. Besides UF athletics, the field also
hosted the Philadelphia Athletics (1890) and
Philadelphia Phillies (1892) for spring training,
and later became fair/circus grounds before its
subdivision post-WW2 (Awbrey;

“The Ballpark (Gainesville)").

Fleming Field
1911 - 1948 
Also known as “University Athletic Grounds”
and “University Athletic Field” (prior to its
re-naming for Florida Gov. Francis Fleming in
1915), Fleming Field was situated between
Thomas Hall and Gale Lemerand Drive. The
University Athletic Association bought the

stadium in the Porters Community’s fence and
grandstand and used them for Fleming Field

(“Alfred A. McKethan Stadium”).

Fleming Field was used as the baseball team’s
home venue between 1911 and 1948 and as the

football team’s home field between 1911 and
1930. At least 23 MLB Hall of Famers played on

it throughout its tenure as UF’s baseball field,
as UF held a number of exhibition games

against major league teams (“Alfred A.
McKethan Stadium”; Awbrey).

After its retirement from hosting varsity
sporting events, Fleming Field served as a
general recreational field for UF students until
a 1991 expansion of Florida Field (Awbrey).

The embedded image is a 1932 aerial view of

UF’s campus, with Fleming Field circled in red.
The attached image is a 1985 map of UF’s
campus, with Fleming Field circled in red.
UF_Map_1985.jpeg
UF plays baseball on Fleming Field, 1931

Perry Field
1949 - 1987 
Perry Field, named after former UF football

player Carl E. Perry, was also known as “Percy
Beard Stadium” prior to its re-naming to “Alfred
A. McKethan Stadium” in 1988 (“Alfred A.
McKethan Stadium”).

Perry Field was located close to, but southwest
of Fleming Field, adjacent to what is now the

O’Connell Center.

Lights were added in 1977 thanks to a donation
from Yankees owner George Steinbrenner, and
a home dugout (including a training room and
storage room) was added in 1981 thanks to a
donation from former UF quarterback Tom
Shannon. Notably, left field included a 30-foot

hill (“Alfred A. McKethan Stadium”).

The embedded image is of UF pitcher Rod
Macon between the years 1966 and 1970, with
Perry Field (including the infamous left field
hill) in the background. The attached image is a

1985 map of UF’s campus, with Perry Field
circled in red.
UF_Map_1985_2.jpeg
The 1958 team takes batting practice
(presumably on Perry Field)

Lights added to Perry Field
1977 
George Steinbrenner (owner of the New York
Yankees) donated the money for lights, and so
the Gators played the Yankees in an exhibition

game that year (“Alfred A. McKethan Stadium”).

Home team dugout added to Perry Field
1981 
Former UF quarterback and catcher Tom
Shannon donated the money for the dugout,
which included a training room and room for

storage (“Alfred A. McKethan Stadium”).

Alfred A. McKethan Stadium at Perry Field
1988 - 2020 
In 1987, concession stands, restrooms, a new
press box, and 2,500 seats were added to Perry
Field, marking its transformation into Alfred A.

McKethan Stadium (“The Mac”) (“Alfred A.
McKethan Stadium”).

A number of renovations and expansions to The
Mac followed, including a 1995 seating
expansion, a 1996 press box and plaza upgrade,
a 1997 playing field leveling (no more 30-foot
hill) and stadium capacity increase, a huge 2006
expansion (more seating installed, multiple
baseball buildings built, and roof retrofitting),

and a 2012 video board installation (“Alfred A.
McKethan Stadium”).

It’s at The Mac where UF’s baseball program
really began to see success, including seasons

featuring the program’s first College World
Series appearance (1988) and first College

World Series win (2017) (“2024 Baseball Media
Guide (PDF)”).

1,000 seats added to McKethan Stadium
1995 

Press box and plaza area added to McKethan
Stadium
1996 

Playing field leveled and stadium capacity
increased to 5,000
1997 
The field was leveled (there used to be a
30-foot hill in left field) and seating was

increased to 5,000 (“Alfred A. McKethan
Stadium”).

$13-million expansion
2006 
Stadium seating added, multiple baseball
buildings were built (including training areas, a
video room, offices, a locker room, bullpens,
and batting cages), and the roof was retrofitted

into a viewing deck (“Alfred A. McKethan
Stadium”).

New video board
2012 
A Daktronics video board was installed (“Alfred
A. McKethan Stadium”).

Condron Family Ballpark at Alfred A. McKethan
Field
2021 - Present 
In 2019, construction began on a new ballpark

for Florida Baseball, Florida Ballpark (“Condron
Ballpark”). The new state-of-the-art facility
opened in February 2021 and is located on the
southwest part of campus, adjacent to Dizney
Stadium and Katie Seashole Pressly Stadium, on

Hull Road (“Condron Family Ballpark”).

The ballpark was renamed in 2022 to Condron
Family Ballpark at Alfred A. McKethan Field for
Gary Condron, a UF alumnus, former baseball
player, and big donor to the university (Hall).

Notables

Lance Richbourg - first player alumnus in Major
League Baseball debuts
Mon 4 Jul 1921 
He goes on to have a successful eight-year
career in the MLB with five different teams (Inc,
Baseball Almanac).

Ned Porter - second player alumnus in Major
League Baseball debuts
Sat 7 Aug 1926 

First UF-UGA baseball matchup
Fri 3 Apr 1931 

Al Rosen (significant baseball alumnus) wins
American League MVP
1953 

First UF-FSU baseball matchup
Mon 9 Apr 1956 

Burt Touchberry finishes the season with a
program-best 0.81 ERA
1957 

Shaun Anderson finishes the season with a
post-Fuller-best 0.97 ERA
1957 

First NCAA tournament appearance
1958 

SEC Champions, first UF no. 1-ranked team
overall
1962 
The team also set three SEC/NCAA records on
May 12, 1962 against the Mississippi State
Bulldogs: most steals of home in a single game
(3), most base-running scores/steals of home in
a single game (4), and most successful
run-scoring double steals in a single game (3)

(“2024 Baseball Media Guide (PDF)”).

Allen Trammell ends the season with a batting
average of .425, a program record
1965 

Largest deficit overcome by the Gators (10)
Thu 23 Mar 1972 
Beat Miami (Ohio) 14-13

Most innings played in a UF Baseball game (20)
Sat 22 Apr 1972 
Vs. Auburn

Doug Corbett sets program records in both
complete games (12) and solo (complete game)
shutouts (5)
1974 

Jim Watkins is drafted first overall
1978 
Watkins is the only UF Baseball first overall
draft pick in program history ("Jim Watkins
Minor Leagues Statistics"). He was also the

program’s first-ever African-American player,
making his debut in 1978 and becoming a
2-time All-SEC outfielder in his two years at UF
("Black History Month: Trailblazers In Their
Sport").

Jim Gidcumb sets three program records
1988 
Wins (16), IP (151.2), and hits allowed (148)

(“2024 Baseball Media Guide (PDF)”).

First College World Series appearance
1988 

Second College World Series appearance
1991 

Third College World Series appearance
1996 

Fourth College World Series appearance
1998 

Brad Wilkerson wins Rotary Smith/NCBWA
College Player of the Year and Ben Hill Griffin

Award (UF’s top male student-athlete)
1998 

Most consecutive batters to reach base (20)
(NCAA record)
Sat 4 Apr 1998 
The record was set against Auburn (“2024
Baseball Media Guide (PDF)”).

Biggest margain of victory in a UF Baseball
game (34)
Wed 7 Feb 2001 
The Gators beat Savannah State 35-1 (“2024
Baseball Media Guide (PDF)”).

Mark Kiger and Pat Osborn both get 104 hits in
the 2002 season, tying for the new program
record
2002 

Justin Hoyman wins SEC Pitcher of the Year
2004 

Connor Falkenbach appears in an NCAA record
51 games as a pitcher
2005 

Fifth College World Series appearance (lost in
championship series)
2005 

Matt LaPorta wins SEC Player of the Year
2005 

Adam Davis hits a go-ahead home run to push
the Gators past Arizona State and into the CWS
Championship Series
2005 

JJ Schwarz makes a nice defensive play to keep
UF ahead, leading to a win over TCU and the

eventual program’s first-ever CWS win
2005 

David Eckstein (significant baseball alumnus)
wins World Series MVP
2006 

Matt LaPorta wins SEC Player of the Year
(again)
2007 

Darren O'Day (significant baseball alumnus)
debuts
Mon 31 Mar 2008 

Preston Tucker wins SEC Co-Freshman of the
Year
2009 

Brandon McArthur wins Senior CLASS Award
2009 

Sixth College World Series appearance
2010 

Austin Maddox wins SEC Freshman of the Year
2010 

Mike Zunino and Preston Tucker both play 72
games, a program record
2011 

Seventh College World Series appearance (lost
in championship series)
2011 

Mike Zunino wins SEC Player of the Year
2011 

Preston Tucker knocks in the go-ahead run to
propel UF past Vanderbilt and to the CWS
Championship Series
2011 

Mike Zunino wins SEC Player of the Year,
finalist for the Johnny Bench Award
2011 

UF-UGA SEC quarterfinal win-or-go-home game

(most important game in the rivalry’s history)
Sat 28 May 2011 

Eighth College World Series appearance
2012 

Mike Zunino has a historic year
2012 
He wins the Dick Howser Trophy (best college
baseball player), the Golden Spikes Award (best
amateur player in the US), is the Baseball
America College Player of the Year, and wins
the Johnny Bench Award. He is also selected

third overall in the 2012 MLB Draft (“Mike
Zunino - Baseball”)

Brian Johnson wins John Olerud Award (for
best collegiate two-way player)
2012 

Mike Zunino (significant baseball alumnus)
debuts
Wed 12 Jun 2013 

Logan Shore wins SEC Freshman of the Year
2014 

Anthony DeSclafani (significant baseball
alumnus) debuts
Wed 14 May 2014 

Ninth College World Series appearance
2015 

JJ Schwarz wins Collegiate Baseball
Co-Freshman of the Year
2015 

Pete Alonso and Ryan Bader hit home runs to
dead center field at TD Ameritrade Park to
knock off Miami in the CWS
Wed 17 Jun 2015 

Tenth College World Series appearance
2016 

Michael Byrne sets a program record with 19
saves
2017 
He also holds the runner up to the program

record, with 16 saves in 2018 (“2024 Baseball
Media Guide (PDF)”).

Eleventh College World Series appearance, first
College World Series win
2017 

Twelfth College World Series appearance
2018 

Jonathan India wins SEC Player of the Year,
semifinalist for the Golden Spikes Award and
Dick Howser Trophy
2018 

Brady Singer wins Dick Howser Trophy (best
college baseball player), is Golden Spikes Award
finalist (best amateur player in the US), Baseball
America College Player of the Year, and SEC
Pitcher of the Year, among other things; is
selected eighteenth overall in the 2018 MLB
Draft
2018 

Pete Alonso (significant baseball alumnus)
debuts
Thu 28 Mar 2019 

Jac Caglione sets three new program records
2023 
Home runs (33, beating the previous record by

seven), RBI (90), and total bases (208) (“2024
Baseball Media Guide (PDF)”).

Wyatt Langford also ties the program record

for doubles, with 28 (“2024 Baseball Media
Guide (PDF)”).

Thirteenth College World Series appearance
(lost in championship series)
2023 

Fourteenth College World Series appearance
2024 

Hurston Waldrep (most recent baseball
alumnus to debut) debuts
Sun 9 Jun 2024 


